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What are the connections between the Sustainable Development Goals?
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In 2015, all 193 UN Member States agreed the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, focused
around 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), calling for global action on issues such as poverty,
gender equality, biodiversity and energy. From their conception, the SDGs were designed to be
interconnected and indivisible. We cannot achieve ‘responsible consumption and production’, for
example, if we have not achieved ‘gender equality’. Take the example of fast fashion. The fashion
industry is responsible for around 10% of global carbon emissions (SDG 7&13), this is more than all
international aviation and shipping combined (EAC, 2019). The lifecycle of one pair of jeans can use
up to as much as 3000 litres of water (SDG6). Micro-fibres that are released from our clothes every
time we wash them seep into water systems and are swallowed by marine animals and then spread
around other parts of the ecosystem (SDG 14&15). These fibres have been found as far afield as the
Arctic (EAC, 2019).

Garment workers who are linked to fast fashion supply chains often work in appalling conditions (SDG
8, 9 &10). In 2013, the Rana Plaza factory collapse killed over 1100 people, with unions at the time
referring to it as ‘mass industrial homicide’ (Safi & Rushe, 2018). The garments that were being made
in the factory have been linked to companies such as Primark and the Italian company, Benetton (SDG
12). Women comprise approximately 80% (SDG5) of the global garment workforce (ILO, 2020). Most
recently, Covid 19 has shone a light on some of the illegal practices happening here in the UK. Factories
in Leicester, linked to fast fashion chain, Boohoo, allegedly continued to force staff to work throughout
the pandemic, even if they displayed symptoms of the virus (Labour Behind the Label, 2020) (SDG3).
Those working there were reportedly receiving less than the minimum wage (EAC, 2019) (SDG1&2).
More needs to be done to support citizens in the UK, the biggest consumer of fast fashion in Europe,
to reflect on the impacts of their consumption choices and to empower them to do things differently
(SDG 4). Alongside this we need robust national and international legislation that targets practices
that are harmful to people and planet (SDG 16&17).

Recommendations for further reading:
o Meadows, D. & Wright, D. (ed.) (2008), Thinking in Systems: A Primer. Vermont: Chelsea
Green Publishing Company
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